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Plain eld Central High School Choral Program
Curricular Ensembles

Mixed Choir – Open to all students. No previous choral experience necessary.
Performs choral literature of all styles in approximately five concerts a year. The
course content includes learning basic vocal production skills and basic music theory
concepts. Students learn solfege, notational skills, and the basics of sight reading.
Treble Choir – Open by audition to sophomore, junior, and senior treble voices with
choral experience. This choir focuses on intermediate concepts of vocal production
and intermediate music theory concepts. Emphasis is placed on sight-reading skills.
Concert Choir – Open by audition to sophomore, junior, and senior students with a
proficiency in vocal and sight-reading skills. This choir focuses on advanced concepts
of vocal production and music theory. Students will perform mostly a cappella
advanced literature of all styles in all school concerts, community events, and
festivals. Concert Choir students work to prepare an audition for ILMEA, participate
in various vocal events, both on campus and off, throughout the year.

Extra Curricular Ensembles

The Madrigal Singers are an extracurricular mixed vocal ensemble that focuses on
Renaissance and Christmas music during the first semester. The group performs
several public performances, culminating in the annual Madrigal performance.
The Madrigal Ladies are an extracurricular female vocal ensemble that focuses on
Renaissance and Christmas music during the first semester. The group performs in the
annual Madrigal performance.
Bel Canto is an extra-curricular women's pop ensemble, ran by student leaders.
Throughout the year, Bel Canto performs a wide-variety of music, including modern
popular songs. Any student is eligible to join Bel Canto.
VoiceMale is an extra-curricular men's pop ensemble. Throughout the year,
VoiceMale performs a wide-variety of music, including modern popular music. Any
student is eligible to join VoiceMale.
CentralSound is an extracurricular mixed vocal ensemble that focuses on different
genres of music, from jazz to modern popular music. Auditions take place in January.
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Spring Musical, an annual tradition at Plainfield Central, will be presented in April. All
vocal music students are encouraged to audition. In addition, auditions for the
musical are open to the student body in its entirety. Auditions are held in January;
information about the musical will be made available to the student body in early
December.

Classroom Guidelines, Conduct and Expectations

As a choir member, you are expected to consistently display behaviors designed to
help you meet the above expectations during rehearsals and strive for sincere
communication in performance. Any other behavior is considered inappropriate.
Some positive behaviors that will help the choir include:
1. Showing up:
• Attend all rehearsals and concerts with a positive attitude.
• Be punctual. “To be early is to be on time. To be late…”
• Bring all materials to class everyday.
2. Standing up:
• Stand (or sit) so that you sing and look your best.
• Remain alert and attentive throughout every class.
• Respect your peers, yourself and your choir.
3. Singing out:
• Sing your best every time.
• Sing more, talk less.
• Desire to excel vocally and musically: expect success.
Please note: All school rules apply in our classroom. Consult your school handbook if
you have a question.

Required Materials:
Vocal music students must provide:
1.3-ring binder with pockets, 1” to 1 1/2” preferred
2.Pencil (not a pen)
3.Paper
4.Highlighter (optional)
Students will be provided with all music and handouts. Each student will be assigned
a robe that will remain the property of the school, unless there is an event taking
place outside of the school and robes are required. Students may be assessed a fee
for repair or replacement for any school-owned materials issued to the student that
are lost or damaged.

Grading Policy

Choir is a curricular class; thus choir students are graded on the quality of their work.
Grades are comprised of daily work in class, singing and written tests, written work
and attendance at rehearsals and concerts. The grade are weighted according to the
following scale:
Activity
% of Grade
Assessments
60%
Practice

40%

Weekly Rehearsal Skills Guidelines (Practice)

All choir students will be utilizing a weekly rehearsal skills tracker as a way to self
assess their daily participation in choir class. This tracker will be a weekly assignment
posted in Google Classroom. Each student will submit their individual form at the
end of each week. The goal of this is to develop appropriate rehearsal skills and self
initiating behavior. The students will evaluate themselves daily using the following
statements:
“Today, I _____________demonstrated proper body alignment.”
This refers to a proper singing stance, whether standing or seated, and having it be
consistently maintained when engaged in any vocal situation.
“Today, I ________made adjustments to the vocal score through the use of a
system of rehearsal markings.”
This refers to whether or not a student uses their pencil or how they use their pencil.
If instruction is given to make a marking in the music, students will need to
independently make the marking on their own, without being reminded. If a student
has to be reminded to take out their pencil and make the marking in their music, they
will lose points.
“I_________demonstrated an understanding of sound and silence and the role of
each in an effective rehearsal or performance.”
This refers to a student who may be talking when they are not supposed to, but it
also applies to them making the correct type of sound in rehearsal, which refers to
the music.
“Today, I was________ engaged in the rehearsal.”
This refers to where a student is focused in rehearsal. Eyes are where they need to be,
mentally plugged into the activity that we are doing and physically engaged in the
rehearsal.

Each blank can be answered with the following terminology:
Consistently - meaning, all of the time - 10 points
Frequently - meaning, most of the time - 7 points
Occasionally - hit and miss, for example, 1 out of every 2 opportunities you’re doing
the right thing and on task - 5 points
Rarely - almost never or never doing the thing you’re supposed to be doing - 2
points
Students will need to complete these following each rehearsal when re ection is
fresh, not waiting until the end of the week to do so. I will be using the same
assessment for each student during daily rehearsals and will compare their
assessment with my own. At the end of each rehearsal, the student average in the
four categories will be their grade for the day. The rehearsal skills will go into the
grade book every two weeks, for a total of 100 points per “assignment”.
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Students will have good days and bad days. It’s okay to not be perfect. I am not
looking for any student to be perfect. A student may have a bad day and that’s okay.
The goal is that over time, what is ultimately going to get you an A, is for students to
be an “all of the time” person, most of the time.

Singing Tests (Assessments)
Singing tests will be administered regularly to every singer. Each student will be held
accountable for knowing and accurately singing their part. Points will be earned
according to the rubric below. Sight singing exercises will also be tested as well. An
increase in self-confidence and accountability will be strengthened in the process. 12
points are possible on each singing test. Grades will be assigned based on a scale for
each course (below.)
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Each choir will be graded using a progressive scale listed below. As a student
progresses in choir, the goal is for the skills listed above to grow. In addition,

individual accountability, such as practicing, is expected to grow as well. Individual
practice is a vital component for any developing musician.
Concert Choir: 12=100, 11=95, 10=90, 9=88, 8=85, 7=80, 6=75, 5=70, 4=65, 3=60, 2 or
less=59-0
Treble Choir: 12=100, 11=96, 10=93, 9=90, 8=88, 7=85, 6=80, 5=75, 4=70, 3=65, 2 or less=59-0
Mixed Choir: 12=100, 11=97, 10=94, 9=92, 8=90, 7=88, 6=83, 5=78, 4=73, 3=65, 2 or less=59-0

Concert Performances
All curricular concert performances are required for all curricular choir students. For
each concert performance, every student will be graded on the rubric listed below.
The percentage listed shows the weight of each category.

Meets Expectations

Does Not Meet Expectations

Show up on time and in uniform (25%)

Not (0%)

Engaged audience member (25%)

Not (0%)

Engaged performer (50%)

Not (0%)

Physically unable to sing

Students may not diagnose themselves if they are having difficulty producing a
sound. Talking takes a greater toll on someone’s vocal cords than singing does. If you
are physically unable to sing, you must let Mr. Rancatore know that you are having a
vocal problem. Mr. Rancatore will have you vocally participate as much as possible. If
a doctor’s note related to a student’s vocal health is presented, Mr. Rancatore will
have the student complete:
1. Participate in the rehearsal in all non-singing activities
2. Complete a “Vocally Unable to Sing” Sheet on the process of the rehearsal
Please note: It is the student’s responsibility to talk to Mr. Rancatore
about vocal issues prior to class. If the student is simply sitting there
with no communication given, it will be reflected on their daily grade.
Membership in choir is truly a privilege. Each member must take the responsibility to
be positive and be interested in working hard for the betterment of the entire
ensemble. Students who, by their actions, display that they are not interested in
putting forth such effort will jeopardize both their grade and their membership in
choir.

Absence Policies
Classroom absences - an excused absence following school attendance policy is
accepted. Obtaining make-up work and scheduling make-up tests are the student’s
responsibility.
Concert dress rehearsals and performances - In most cases, only severe personal
illness or a death in the family can excuse an absence from these events. Dress
rehearsals and performances count as a grade. Students with an excused absence are
responsible for contacting Mr. Rancatore to set up a make-up singing assessment.
Scheduling con icts with other school activities
Students in extra-curricular ensembles are responsible for making arrangements with
both teachers/coaches to attend an equitable amount of each practice when there is
an unavoidable conflict. If the student falls behind due to the amount of rehearsals
where time is split, Mr. Rancatore may dismiss the student from the ensemble.
In all cases, students who procrastinate or fail to let their director know about
schedule conflicts until the last minute will not receive an excused absence for the
time they missed in rehearsal.
Please note: work con icts are not acceptable reasons for excused absences.
Students must create a work schedule with their boss that accommodates their
responsibility to the ensemble.
Attendance at curricular concerts is absolutely required. Students will only be
excused from a performance in the event of illness or family emergency. Each case
will be dealt with individually.

Concert Attire

Women

Dress, appropriate top with skirt, or dress pants
Plain dress shoes (closed toe and closed heel – no boots)
Earrings must be small and must not dangle – no other jewelry

Men

Collared dress shirt
Tie
Dress pants and dress socks
Plain dress shoes (no boots)
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PHS provides choral robes with stoles. The student must provide the following items,
and will not perform if concert apparel is not correct.

Communication

Students and guardians are strongly encouraged to use email to communicate about
schoolwork, absences, or other concerns. I will do my best to respond in 24 hours but
understand that communications sent after 5pm or on weekends will usually not get a
response till the next school day. Social media should never be used to communicate
important information to instructors. If you’re unsure about what to do, send an
email.
I utilize both Google Classroom and Remind as a way to message students about
upcoming assignments, rehearsals, concerts and more. It’s free to download from the
App Store on iOS or Google Play Store on Android and can be accessed via browser
on any computer. Each class has their own Remind channel and all students are
required to sign up for their classes’ channel. The instructions on how to join Remind
and their classes can be found on Google Classroom.
Mixed Choir - @mchoir2223
Treble Choir - @tchoir2223
Concert Choir - @pchoir2223
Parents, if you wish to opt in to receive messages, please make sure that you join
your student’s choir.

Choir Room and other Facilities

Our choir room is home to many. Respect this space and the equipment in it.
Students are encouraged to make use of the practice rooms when they are available.
Practice room policies will be posted in each room. The Choral Library and Choral
Storage Room are off limits to all students, unless otherwise given permission by the
choir director.

Field Trips

Performance is an important part of musical growth. In addition to our school
concerts and assemblies, occasional field trips to hear other musical performances
and participate with other schools in choral festivals may occur. Permission slips are
sent home prior to each event with a reasonable return deadline. Fundraising
opportunities will be available for all choir students.

Parent Volunteers

Supportive vocal music parents are a very important ingredient in the success of our
program. Parents are asked to assist with many and various events. Your time and
talents are needed and appreciated.

Private Voice Instructors

Private lessons are crucial for any student looking to develop their individual, vocal
abilities. In our district, we have several phenomenal private vocal instructors that are
eager to work with your student! For more information, go to pchschoirs.com.

Repertoire Disclosure

In choir, we will be singing a rich diversity of music stemming from multiple cultural,
religious, historical, and contextual origins. These selections are not intended to
promote or discourage any beliefs or affiliations, rather, they will allow for a
broadened and more comprehensive musical and academic experience.

Release of Student Names, Photographs, or Original Work

The district and its schools will be allowed to use student names, photographs and
original work for publicity efforts, unless instructed in writing by a student’s parent/
guardian not to do so. Student first and last names may be used on district websites
for middle and high school students. Elementary school student names will not be
published online. Publicity efforts may include, but are not limited to: district
publications, videos and websites; and placements in local, regional and national
media (both print and electronic)

Social Media

Follow us on social media!
Website: pchschoirs.com
Twitter: @pchs_choirs
Instagram: @pchschoirs

PCHS Choral Calendar 2022-2023

Events for all curricular choir students are bolded below. For further and updated
events and rehearsals, please log on to pchschoirs.com and select the Calendar page
at the main menu.
While these are the most important dates, additional rehearsals and performances
may be scheduled for any curricular/extra-curricular group. Any changes will be
communicated with suf cient notice.
Events will take place in the PHS-CC Auditorium and start at 6:30pm unless otherwise
specified.
Event
IMEA District 9 Auditions
(online)
Homecoming
Fall Choral Concert Dress
Rehearsal
Fall Choral Concert
SPC Choral Festival
Collage Concert Dress
Rehearsal
Collage Concert
Madrigal Performances

Date
Wednesday, October 5th
Saturday, October 8th
AM Call Time
Wednesday, October 19th
2:30-5:00pm
Thursday, October 20th
6:30pm Performance
Tuesday, November 15th
Oswego East High School
Thursday, December 8th
Time TBD
Saturday, December 10th
2 Performances - 2 & 6:30pm

Friday, December 16th
Saturday, December 17th
6:30pm (Additional

Choir
Auditioned Concert Choir
members
TBD
All Curricular/Extra
Curricular Choirs
All Curricular/Extra
Curricular Choirs
Concert Choir
All Curricular/Extra
Curricular Choirs
All Curricular/Extra
Curricular Choirs
All Madrigal ensembles

performances may be added)

Joliet West Choir Festival

February 2023

Concert Choir

Winter Choral Concert
Dress Rehearsal
Winter Choral Concert

Wednesday, February 8th
2:30-5:00 pm
Thursday, February 9th
6:30pm Performance
April 8th & 9th @ 6:30pm
April 10th @ 2pm
Wednesday, May 10th
2:30-5:00pm
Thursday, May 11th
6:30pm Performance

All Curricular/Extra
Curricular Choirs
All Curricular/Extra
Curricular Choirs
Auditioned Participants

Spring Musical
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Spring Choral Concert
Dress Rehearsal
Spring Choral Concert

All Curricular/Extra
Curricular Choirs
All Curricular/Extra
Curricular Choirs

Choir Potluck Banquest
Graduation

Thursday, May 18th
6:00pm
Saturday, May 20th
10:00am

All Choir Students/Families
Concert Choir

